
THE BOOK OF JAMES 
Where the Rubber Meets the Road
Part 7 – The Life of Good Rewards   

(James 5:1-6) 
Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon 
you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver 
are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You 
have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen 
who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have 
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have condemned 
and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you. 

Three Attitudes of a Giving Life 

Attitude #1: Don’t hoard it greedily, but steward it wisely. 

Attitude #2: Don’t handle it deceitfully, but distribute it honestly. 

Attitude #3: Don’t spend it selfishly, but share it generously. 

(Luke 12:15) Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 

(Proverbs 11:24-25) One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds 
unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will 
himself be refreshed. 

(James 5:7-12) 
Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land 
to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, 
be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. Don't grumble against 
each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! Brothers, 
as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You 
have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. Above all, my brothers, do not swear--not by 
heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your "Yes" be yes, and your "No," no, or you 
will be condemned. 



4 Actions of a Giving Life 

Action #1:  Be patient. 

Action #2:  Persevere. 

Action #3:  Be consistent. 

Action #4: Show compassion. 

“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters to create 
many ripples.” ~Mother Teresa 


